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information in pleading, whether pleaded information is con�dential

Judge: Asif J

Summary

The Grand Court dismissed an application to seal a number of documents on the court �le and anonymise

proceedings in a commercial dispute involving estate and tax planning transactions. 

The decision provides a helpful summary of relevant law, and highlights that open justice, protected by the

Constitution and the GCR, remains the default position under Cayman Islands law, such that restrictions on

access will only be granted where strictly necessary in the interests of justice.

Further details

Kryo Group argued disclosure of the names of lenders and borrowers breached contractual and common law

duties of con�dentiality, and risked commercial harm if made public. The Defendants opposed the application,

noting the pleadings were already restricted to the parties and the court �le was not open to public inspection

without leave.

Asif J accepted the information was con�dential between the parties under relevant agreements, but held that

there was no breach since the information was already known to both the Plainti� and the Defendants, and

material remained accessible only to the parties and the Court. The Court therefore declined to seal the

requested documents, observing the GCR already prevented non-parties from inspecting the court �le without

leave. The Court emphasised that sealing orders are exceptional and con�dentiality concerns should instead be

managed through targeted preventative measures if third party access is later sought, including redactions or

applications to prevent inspection.

This note is a summary of the subject and is provided for information only. It does not purport to give speci�c legal advice, and before acting, further advice

should always be sought. Whilst every care has been taken in producing this note neither the author nor Collas Crill shall be liable for any errors, misprint or

misinterpretation of any of the matters set out in it. All copyright in this material belongs to Collas Crill.
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